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opinion turned against him, so that what before
had been regarded as a subject for innocent
diversion was now keenly resented. Peace with
Holland was concluded at Breda in July. But
the circumstances which compelled Charles to do
so were beyond his control, and he cannot be
blamed, except by the most austere moralist, for
fiddling with his mistresses while his ships were
burning at Chatham.

The army, on the other hand, was a problem
more easily handled. As we have seen, it had
taken far too much upon itself during the later
years of the Commonwealth. The major-generals,
or provincial governors, were then to all intents
and purposes military dictators, and after Crom-
well's death their misrule had brought the country
to the verge of anarchy. Such a condition of
affairs would soon have become intolerable if
Monck had not appeared at a critical moment and
persuaded the army that the recall of the King
was as necessary as it was desirable. The Restor-
ation accomplished, the need for a large, unor-
ganised force ceased, although there remained, of
course, the risk of trouble and possible conflict
arising from the presence everywhere of idle,
scattered troops. Charles, therefore, disbanded
them, and reserved only three regiments of private
guards as the nucleus of a regular standing army.